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Dear Parent:
	The Frankfort Lions Club conducts free vision screening for children ages six months, and up using a Plusoptix Mobile Vision screener. The screening is simple, and takes but a minute or two depending upon how cooperative the child is. We find that many kids in this age group are squirmy and taking a picture of a moving target is challenging. There is no physical contact with the child. It is as simple as taking a picture with a digital camera. 

	Lions require a parent’s consent. Please complete the attached consent form with the child’s name, birthdate, a parent’s signature, and phone number we can reach you by. The results are immediate; the child is a PASS with no problem detected, or is a REFER to see an Optometrist. Lions will not diagnose nor recommend any type of treatment. 
	If the child gets a REFER and is in financial need please contact the Lions for help.

	According to educational experts 80% of learning is visual. So, if a child can’t see well, he can’t learn well. Yet most young children don’t get their vision screened until they have problems learning or paying attention in school. By then, it may already be too late. Unless vision problems are detected early and corrected, they risk becoming permanent by age 7.

	Over a 5 year pre-covid period the Frankfort Lions KidSight Team screened over twenty-one hundred children, and 170 (7 percent) of those were a REFER. Most of these children have gotten corrective glasses. Approximately 5% of all children in this age group will have amblyopia (lazy eye), a treatable disorder that can result in permanent reduced vision when not addressed by an early age. The screening device detects risk factors for amblyopia, such as strabismus (eyes that cross or wander out), refractive errors and unequal vision between the two eyes, and potentially even more serious issues such as cataracts and eye cancer. 
	We look forward to screening your child free of charge simply because Lions serve the needs of the community.
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